
Lecture for “By” 
 
Today we are going to discuss the word “by.”  As a word, “by” can be used in different ways as part of a 
sentence.  Let’s look at the different parts of a sentence that “by” can be used as: 
 

• By can be used as an adverb, or a word that describes an action.  An example of this would be: 
o As time went by, things improved.   

▪ In this example, when the word “by” is used to show the action of time passing.   

• Additionally, the word “by” can be used as a preposition or as part of a prepositional phrase.  An 
example of this would be: 

o The building was destroyed by fire.   
▪ In this example, the prepositional phrase “destroyed by” is defined as a 

destructive act.   
 
Prepositional Phrases include Nouns and link the noun to a pronoun or verb.  Let’s go over some 
examples of how the word “by” can be used in Prepositional Phrases.   
 

• “By” can be used to describe who or what does something. 
o Minnie was treated by a doctor.   
o That novel was written by my friend Zeke. 

• “By” can be used to describe how something is done or the method for achieving something 
o That information was provided by email.   
o We got here by train.   
o They were able to get home by a different route.   

• “By” can be used to describe how you start or finish something, or to describe a time period.   
o Lionel was supposed to be done with his meeting by 4:30.   
o By the time that Yasmine was fifteen, she had already graduated secondary school.   

• “By” can be used to describe something that happens in a way that was not planned.   
o We met by chance.   
o Please don’t shoot one of us by mistake.   

• “By” can be used to describe how much something changes or differences between things.  
o Housing rates have risen by an average of 15 percent.   

• “By” can be used to describe someone or something going past you.   
o Kenneth walked right past me 
o Wanda’s car just drove by.   

• “By” can be used to describe a physical space, area, or how close or far away something is. 
o The wallet is over there by the window. 
o The phone is right by your elbow.   

• “By” can be used to describe law, rules, or how something is judged. 
o By law, they can’t contribute to his political campaign. 
o Her performance was amazing by any standard. 

• “By” can be used to describe a place that you visit.   
o Why don’t you stop by. 
o You should come by. 

• “By” can be used to describe emotion, personality, job, origin 
o June was an American by birth.   
o Vicki was cheerful by nature.   



• “By” can be used to describe mathematics or units of measurement.   
o The dining room measures 18 by 12 feet.   
o You must buy carpet by the square foot.   

• “By” can be used to describe a gradual process. 
o One by one, the men came forward to receive their medals. 
o Little by little, he got used to life on the farm.   

 
There are many different examples of the way “by” can be used in Prepositional Phrases.  So, what 
follows are just a few common examples.  Let’s watch a quick video and see if we can count the number 
of times the word “by” is used, either by itself or as part of a Prepositional Phrase. 
 

• Watch Video 
 
Okay, how many times was the word “by” used in this video?  (The answer is 15 times.) 
 
Let’s look at some of the ways the word “by” was used and what it meant. 
 

• The day flew by today.  
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “by” is used to measure time, in a way that shows how 

quickly the day seemed to go.   

• I come by here all the time.   
o What does “by” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “by” is used to show a place you visit.   

• You swear by their coffee.   
o What does “by” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “by” is used in to define a promise or guarantee.   

• I’ve never been one to drop by coffee places often.   
o What about this example of “by?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “by” is being used to show a place you visit.   

• Is everyone getting by? 
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “by” is shown as a way to succeed.   

• Jody is just scraping by in math. 
o What does “by” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “by” is used to show only a small improvement, if 

any.   

• Todd’s been able to skate by most of his classes.   
o What does “by” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “by” is used in the sentence to show a small improvement, if any.   

• He’s always been good at figuring out how to get by using the easiest solution.   
o What about this example of “by?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “by” is being used as a way to show achieving something.   

• He’s learning to slip by.   
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “by” is used to define the action of being unnoticed.   

 



• Is he still abiding by the rules? 
o What does “by” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “by” is being used to describe lawful practices.   

• I bet Jody just stands by and lets him do it.   
o What does “by” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “by” is used in the sentence as a way to show no action.   

• I had something that I wanted to run by you.   
o What about this example of “by?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “by” is being used as a way to ask a question.   

• Mark stopped by the other day.   
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “by” is used to show someone visiting a place.   

• Oh, why did he pass by? 
o What does “by” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “by” is used to show someone being in a place for a 

short period.   

• Do you mind swinging by next time? 
o What does “by” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “by” is used in the sentence to ask the person to visit.   

• I’ll bring Jody by.   
o What about this example of “by?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “by” shows that the speaker will bring someone to visit.   

 
Excellent work!  Let’s take a look at the following Prepositional Phrases using the word “by.”  Can you 
use each of them in a new or different sentence?  Can you describe what each prepositional phrase 
means or is describing in your sentences? 
 

 
 

By 
Chance

By luck

By 
Accident

By the name of

By Air By Sea



Great Job!  Let’s go over some of these common phrases and sayings and see if you can tell me what the 
sentence means. 
 

• By all accounts he should be dead.   
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “by” is used to show that if it were any other 

person, they would be dead.   

• By all means, please do it yourself.   
o What does “by” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “by” is used to suggest that permission is being 

given to do the task.    

• By any standard this is excellent work.   
o What does “by” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “by” is used in the sentence as a way to show a standard way of scoring. 

• He is only available by appointment.   
o What about this example of “by?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “by” is being used to show how “he” is available.   

 


