
Lecture for “In” 
 
Today we are going to discuss the word “In.”  As a word, “in” can be used in different ways as part of a 
sentence.  Let’s look at the different parts of a sentence that “in” can be used as: 
 

• In can be used as an adverb, or a word that describes an action.  An example of this would be: 
o Come in and sit down. 

▪ In this example, when the word “in” is used to describe the action of coming 
from one place to another.   

• In can also be used after the verb “be” or “to be.”  An example of this would be: 
o When will the Doctor be in? 

▪ In this example, the word “in” is being used as part of a question, requesting a 
time that the Doctor will be back. 

• In can be used as an adjective, for example: 
o It was the in thing to do. 

▪ In this example, the word “in” is being used to describe an action that was 
popular.   

• Lastly, the word “in” can be used as a preposition or as part of a prepositional phrase.  An 
example of this would be: 

o The children are in the back yard. 
▪ In this example, the word “over” is being defined as “above” something. 

 
Prepositional Phrases include Nouns and link the noun to a pronoun or verb.  Let’s go over some 
examples of how the word “in” can be used in Prepositional Phrases.   
 

• “In” can be used to show where someone or something is. 
o Amber is in the car. 
o Ned is in the yard. 

• “In” can be used to describe an area inside. 
o Beth and I stayed in to watch television. 
o Oscar was not in the office. 

• “In” can be used to show a specific part of something. 
o Carl noticed a crack in the wall. 
o There were bacteria in the water. 
o Peter works at a store in the middle of the mall. 

• “In” can be used to describe moving into a place or space. 
o Daniel walked in since the door was open. 
o Quinten invited her in for a drink. 

• “In” can be used to describe arriving somewhere.   
o What time does Elena’s flight get in? 
o Russel is late and won’t be in until after ten. 

• “In” can be used to show when something happens. 
o Let’s meet again in the morning. 
o The exams are in six weeks. 

• “In” is used in mathematical expressions. 
o There are 2,000 pounds in a ton. 
o One in twelve of the adult population suffers from anxiety. 



• “In” describes areas of activity, including work, and school studies. 
o Francis was in the long-distance track race. 
o Samuel works in advertising. 
o I am pursuing a university degree in economics.   

• “In” describes different emotional and physical states or situations. 
o My room is in such bad shape. 
o The Army retreated in confusion.   
o Gina is in trouble with her parents again.   
o Timothy is in love. 

• “In” can be used to describe what someone is wearing 
o She looks so beautiful in her wedding dress.   

• “In” can be used to show what changes, increases, improves etc. 
o There is going to be a change in the weather 
o The price of shoes has seen a rise in prices lately 

 
There are many different examples of the way “in” can be used in Prepositional Phrases.  So, what 
follows are just a few common examples.  Let’s watch a quick video and see if we can count the number 
of times the word “in” is used, either by itself or as part of a Prepositional Phrase. 
 

• Watch Video 
 
Okay, how many times was the word “in” used in this video?  (The answer is 16 times.) 
 
Let’s look at some of the ways the word “in” was used and what it meant. 
 

• I’m never going to be able to fill in the spaces you leave. 
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “in” is used to show a specific part of something.   

• If you fit in everything properly with good information… 
o What does “in” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “in” is used to describe a space, or a specific part of 

something.   

• Do we each need to hand in a copy? 
o What does “in” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “in” is used in the sentence to show the action of giving.   

• To bring in someone like me is annoying 
o What about this example of “in?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “in” is being used as a way to show a person as a part of 

something, in this example a part of a group.   

• I’m not annoyed at bringing you in.    
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  Again, in this example “in” is used is being used as a way to show a person as 

a part of something, in this example a part of a group.   

• I’m annoyed that you don’t seem to read and let the assignment sink in. 
o What does “in” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “in” is being used to show the action of information 

being absorbed or retained.   



• I just want you to chip in more.   
o What does “in” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “in” is used in the sentence as a way to show participation or being part 

of a group activity.   

• I’m looking for you to take in and work on as much of the project as I am.   
o What about this example of “in?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “in” is being used to describe the act of accepting 

responsibility.   

• Here I’ll give you a lead-in.   
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “in” is used as a way to define or describe a head-start, 

example, or place to finish what has been started.   

• I can’t even bring in my own writing. 
o What does “in” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “in” is used to describe the act of adding or bringing 

a skill or service to the project.   

• I just want you to work in your own voice.   
o What does “in” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “in” is used in the sentence as a way to describe adding or bringing a 

skill or service to the project.   

• I planned to kick in his door. 
o What about this example of “in?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “in” can be used to describe moving into a place or space. 

• I know working in pairs isn’t your normal thing. 
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this example “in” is used in a mathematical way to define two people 

working together.   

• I just want you to chip in more.   
o What does “in” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “in” is being defined as bringing more talent to the 

project. 

• I’m glad you gave in. 
o What does “in” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “in” is used in the sentence as a way to show one person giving 

someone else what they asked for.   

• Let us work in pairs.   
o What about this example of “in?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “in” is being used as a mathematical way to define two 

people working together.   
 
  



 
Excellent work!  Let’s take a look at the following Prepositional Phrases using the word “In.”  Can you 
use each of them in a new or different sentence?  Can you describe what each prepositional phrase 
means or is describing in your sentences? 
 

 
 
 
 
Great Job!  Let’s go over some of these common phrases and sayings and see if you can tell me what the 
sentence means. 
 

• The classroom was in an uproar.   
o What do you think this sentence means? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “in” is used to show that a group of people were 

performing an act.   

• The price of oil is in decline.   
o What does “in” in this sentence mean? 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence the word “in” is used to show the mathematical equivalent to 

less than.   

• This letter was in answer to the phone call from earlier.   
o What does “in” mean here? 
o ANSWER:  Here “in” is used in the sentence to describe a reaction “in answer” shows 

the effect of something else.   

• She stared at him in defiance.   
o What about this example of “in?” 
o ANSWER:  In this sentence “In” describes an emotional state.   

In 
Fear

In Demand

In 
Time

In Focus

In 
Debt

In Danger


