
 

With 

 

Renee: Thanks for agreeing to help with brainstorming ideas for my novel. 

Arty: No problem! I’m so lucky I get to read your stories before everyone else! 

 All your fans would be jealous if they knew.   

Renee: Oh man, you’re making me blush!  

I think you’re giving me too much credit.  

There aren’t many people who read my books, so I don’t think you have to worry 

about envious fans. 

Arty: Quit with the self-deprecation!  

You deserve all the praise in the world for what you’ve written.  

More and more people read your stories every day.  

You’ll be a classic before you know it! Now tell me about your new story idea. 

Renee: Okay.  

So it focuses on a guy who fell in with a bad crowd when he was younger.  

One day his crew was caught by the police. 

 They sold him out and made him the fall guy.  



He was charged with ten years in prison while the rest of his crew got off with light 

sentences.  

Arty: Alright, I like where you’re going with this.  

Renee: Thanks… unfortunately, that’s about as far as I’ve gotten.  

I’m hoping you can help me come up with a loose plot.  

I’ve got a few ideas but nothing certain.  

For example… He gets out of prison and decides that his old crew won’t get away 

with betraying him like that, so he takes revenge.  

Arty: Okay, revenge stories are always compelling!  

I think they’re even more interesting when the main character falls in love, though.  

Renee: I did play around with the idea of incorporating a love interest.  

Adding romance to the story seemed kind of intimidating to deal with.  

Do you think it’ll be worth it? 

Arty: Yeah, I really do! So what about this idea…  

He gets out of prison and is coming to terms with everything that happened.  

He’s just living a simple life but then he meets a girl.  

Renee: Okay and maybe,  

he saves her from some thugs who are trying to mess with her.  

They get to know each other better and he likes how she is willing to put up with his 

mysteriousness. 

Arty: This is getting exciting! 

 How about… One night he argues with her.  



He leaves to cool his head and while he’s gone,  

his old crew breaks in and makes off with her.  

Renee: And that’s where the action comes in!  

He swears vengeance and he hits his old crew with everything he’s got!  

It can all finish with a dramatic fight scene. 

Arty: Awesome!  

And then the hero and his love interest can run off with each other and live a life 

together. Everybody loves a story like this. It’ll be a hit for sure!  

Renee: Hmm… I don’t know.  

The more I think about it, don’t you think it’s all a little cliche?  

I’m pretty sure this just kind of combines the plots of the most popular crime movies 

from the past few years. 

Arty: Well… Maybe a little bit.  

That doesn’t make it bad though.  

In fact, a lot of people only like cheesy stuff like this.  

It’s kind of relaxing to settle down with a book that has a predictable plot.  

Renee: Oh… Cheesy? Predictable? I’m not sure I can live with publishing a story 

that could be described like that! Maybe I should just scrap the whole thing. 

Arty: Oh no! I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to discourage you!  

Don’t scrap the idea, we can keep working with it okay? 

Let’s think of a fun plot twist to include! 

Renee: Okay, I won’t give up on it yet.  



Thanks for your help, Arty. I mean it.  

Arty: Anytime! 

 


